Lake Jackson Soccer Club Meeting Minutes

Thursday March 4, 2010
Jasmine Hall
Attendees: Kirk Anderson, Noel Contardi, Eddie Damian, Larry D. Foley, Susan Jurecka, Kathy Krupp, Lonnie Rathbun, Matt Turk, Dan White

Guests: none
The meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. by LJSC President Dan White. The minutes of the February meeting were unanimously approved based on a motion by Matt Turk and a second by Susan Jurecka.
Officer Reports:
President’s Report (Dan White): Eddie Damian has filled the U-9/10 Boys Age Group Manager role. There are 700 players registered for Spring Soccer. Most age groups were large enough to have gender specific brackets, although U-14 will be co-ed. From 2008 to 2010, Spring Soccer participation has increased from 300 to 500 and now to 700 players. In 2010, there is heavy U-10 and under participation. Paul Gillis has proposed some rule revisions to allow U-7/8 teams to add players over the 4 v. 4 format. The losing team would add one player if they are down by 2 goals and another player if they are down by 4 goals to a maximum of six players. The playing fields are the maximum size for 4 v. 4. Dan will discuss the potential rule revisions with Paul.
In the older age brackets, if the goalkeeper touches the ball outside the penalty box, there would be a direct kick by the opposing team with a wall built by the defense. This officiating call was not made consistently by all the referees last week. We need to remind the referees how to handle this penalty.

Concern was expressed about the U-9/10 spring rules where players stay outside the D to shoot. With enough teams, teams are now at the same level. There was a suggestion to consider playing fall rules for teams which are in the same bracket.
There is concern over where Penalty Kicks were set up when the defense touched the ball in the D. We agreed to mark the spot for the PK’s with an orange X.  On MC 4,5,6 and MC2 A/B, the X will be marked at 8 yards. Noel will mark these fields.

Eric sent a practice schedule and field lining responsibilities. The document is also posted on the web site.

Only 22 players participated in the University of Houston soccer clinic offered recently in Lake Jackson. It was not anything special but the coaches were knowledgeable. The cost was pretty high.

Sixteen new referees passed the February referee certification course. Most already have uniforms. Some newly certified referees started officiating games last week.  Others will start this week.

Dan signed the annual contract with the City of Lake Jackson to use the soccer fields.
Boy’s VP (Noel Contardi): The U-11+ Age Group Manager role is still open. Eddie Damian has filled the U-9/10 Boys Age Group Manager role. We have enough coaches for all the spring teams. We turned down more than 10 players because they tried to register late.
Girl’s VP (Eric Ripplinger): no report
Treasurers Report (Larry Foley):  Electronic checking is approved.  We will use this instead of paper checks beginning in the fall. Account balances are as follows:
· Money Market:  $15,926
· CD:  $35,477 
· TDECU Checking: $22,677

Referee Assignor (Paul Gillis): no report
Field Manager’s Report (Mark Kuettel): no report
Registrar’s Report (Matt Turk): There were 693 players registered in the spring versus 713 recreational players registered in the fall.  The spring count includes 139 new players. 221 BYSA players from outside LJSC are included in the spring registration.
We have only one more board meeting before fall registration begins. Only on line registrations will be accepted. Registrations will be accepted May 1 – 31. There will be a single in person registration session with computer access available. Late registrations will be accepted June 1-30 with a late fee required. Registration freezes for U-6 on June 30 as well.  U-6 players can register and be placed on a waiting list until all coaches have registered and teams have been formed. Only age group managers can request players be added during the freeze. After the freeze, coaches can only request approvals for additional players through the age group manager. Coaches will be required to take the next player in priority order based on the registration date. The waiting list concept is consistent with how late registrations were processed last year.
Matt needs a budget to set the fee structure at the next meeting in April.

It was discussed whether the U-5/6 play-up option can be eliminated. Matt says it would be easier to work with players on an exception only basis. The exceptions would still need to be confirmed with a play-up form and a discussion with the age group manager.

Team formation will be completed in July. No changes will be allowed to the rosters during the two weeks before the City of Enchantment tournament, which is scheduled for August 28 and 29.
BSYA (John Young) send a request to Got Soccer to combine the fees for all Clubs into a single invoice to be paid.
Equipment Manager’s Report: Dan ordered two more goals. Lonnie identified a U-6 coach who has volunteered to be the equipment manager. Two semi-permanent goals were assembled last Sunday. These will be used for practice and training goals for U-9/10.
Past President’s Report (Kevin Romero): none
Director of Coaching (DOC – Wally Gregory): no report
Old Business: none
· New Business: The following Division II Coach Applications were received.

· Gregory U-12G Intensity

· Kuettel/Kiefer U-13G Storm

· Spalding U-15G Force

· Phillips U-15G United

· Phillips U-17G Impact

· Foley U-17G Cougars

· Sinick U-11B

· Cross U-12B Liberty

· White U-14B Thunderbirds

· White U-18/19B Thunderbirds

· Cross U-16B Freedom

Two other applications were received from potential coaches who do not yet meet the E license requirement and do not have an association to any team. Options for these coach candidates were discussed including U-11G, U-13G, and U-13B where additional team formation may be feasible. It was discussed that the coach candidates could be offered assistant coaching positions or trainer positions with existing teams. They would also be free to coach Recreational teams. Dan will review player interest level for these age groups and suggest approach of the coach candidates if appropriate. A motion to approve the list of Division II coaches as presented was made by Susan Jurecka with a second from Lonnie Rathbun. The motion carried.
The Board will vote on a Club budget at the April meeting based on a proposal by Treasurer Larry Foley.

We need to identify a new tournament director for the City of Enchantment tournament scheduled for August 2010. Lonnie Rathbun will be available to coach the new director. Eddie Damian offered to help out the new director also. Dan will send out an e-mail to request help with the Tournament organization. It is possible that a team could organize the tournament at a fund raiser.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 pm based on a motion from Matt Turk and a second by Larry Foley which carried unanimously.

Respectfully submitted, 

Kathy Krupp

Secretary
Kathy Krupp
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