2011 Coaches Meeting

1. Club Board Member Introductions:
2. Club Meetings – Minutes are published on the LJSC Website: www.ljsoccer.org
Meetings are held on an alternating Monday / Thursday Meeting Schedule to encourage better participation.

Expectation is that coaches try to attend these through the year.

3. Event Dates:  

a. Entry level Referee Clinic:  August 5, 6, and 7.  If you need a different weekend, check the www.stsr.org website for available clinics in the Houston area.
b. Referee Recertification Course:  August 7.  Another will be scheduled for December. 
c. U-6/8 Coaches Clinic held on Sunday, July 31.  25 attended.  U-10/12 Coaches Clinic held on Saturday, July 30. 13 attended.  If you need to attend one but could not make one of these, check the www.stxsoccer.org website for available clinics in the Houston area.  West Brazos is hosting a U-10/12 Clinic next weekend.
d. Lake Jackson City of Enchantment Soccer Tournament:  August 26, 27, and 28 for U-6 and up.

e. Start of Season:  U-7 and Up is Saturday, September 10. U-6 is Saturday, September 17.
f. LJSC Pictures are scheduled for Saturday, September 17.
g. Angleton Halloween Shootout is Saturday and Sunday, October 8-9
h. BYSA Championships (Tell your parents this is part of the season and participation is expected.)

4. Rainout Numbers – 299-1171 for Lake Jackson Field Status

Red Flag at Maclean means fields are closed.  Red Flag at half-staff means check the web site/phone line for details (Usually, stay out of the puddles and goal faces.)
5. Lightning Policy:  Bad weather conditions, especially those that contain lightning, pose a potential deadly problem for outdoor activities.  As such BYSA is mandating the following lightning policy.  This policy is to be followed for all BYSA activities, including but not limited to practice sessions, scrimmages and games.   This policy is to be enforced by club officials, coaches and referees without exception.

If lightning is observed and the interval between the lightning and the accompanying thunder is less than 30 seconds, all soccer activity must be stopped immediately, fields must be cleared and all participants should be advised to find a safe place (such as a car or building) to wait.  Soccer activity shall not resume for a minimum of 30 minutes following the initial suspension or the last lightning / thunder interval less than 30 seconds.

6. Soccer Building / Shed Lock Combinations
Note:  The Maclean Pavilion code has been changed due to the number of unauthorized people with access to the pavilion.  Please do not give this code out to others, it needs to be kept on a “need to know” basis.    This includes your teenage players.  If you give them the code, make sure they do not share with their friends and acquaintances.

Maclean Building (51423 <enter>)

Dunbar Shed (LJSC = 5572)

Hospital Shed (LJSC = 5572)
7. Practice Field Assignments will be posted on the web site.  Your Age Group Manager should be sending you a field request form if they have not done so already.  Fill it out and return it to them.  
8. Fields

Please be sure to pick up any trash after practices and games

Field Maps are on Web Site

Field Maintenance Web Page on Web Site

Field Maintenance:  Field Lining (Weekly), Gator to Roll Fields

Maintenance issues:  Please be sure to report any Maintenance issues to either Todd Bowers or Lonnie Rathbun.
9. Uniforms:  This information will be sent out soon.
10. U-7 and U-8 teams will play primarily in house.  We will try to schedule most games against LJ teams, however there may be some games against teams outside of LJ.
11. Referees and Referee Mentor

12. LJSC Constitution and By-laws are posted on the LJSC website.
a. 50% play rule – Everyone regardless of playing ability must play at least 50% of every game they attend (unless injured).  This includes Div II and EDS2.
Bylaw V, Section 2
Playing Time
In Divisions II, III and IV, all players attending a game shall play a minimum of 1/2 of the game if they are physically able and willing.  This may not be reduced for disciplinary action, playing skill, or other reasons, unless approved by the appropriate Vice-President for a specific player for a specific game. The playing time of each player between one-half and the full game is entirely at the discretion of the Coach.  This rule applies to all play by Club teams within the Brazosport Youth Soccer Association, including division playoffs.  It also applies to tournament play at the State Association or higher levels, as well as STYSA sanctioned Invitational Tournaments.

A. Discipline for violating the minimum playing time rule

The Club exists for the sole reason of letting children play soccer. Any coach who violates of the minimum playing time rule during any one season, as described Bylaw V, Section 2, will be disciplined as follows:

· First Offense: The coach will receive a letter of reprimand.

· Second Offense: The coach will be suspended for two games, extending into championship play or next season, if necessary, should the offense occur at the end of the season.

· Third Offense: The coach will be suspended indefinitely and will be immediately stripped of all responsibility and authority for the team and the Club will file a grievance against the coach at the BYSA level to prevent the coach from coaching elsewhere within BYSA.  For example, a parent informs Club or BYSA officials that a particular coach does not play certain players that much, even after it was brought to the coach’s attention by the parent. So, during the first game of championship play, a coach is observed to play the team’s three weakest players only a quarter of the game.  This would constitute three offenses and the coach would be removed as coach.
b. Please be sure all parents understand this rule.  We will be using GotSoccer to send an email out to all parents to make sure they are aware of this rule.  

c. Check the web site for Game Line-up templates and a playing time checklist.
13. Code of Conduct – Remember we are here for the kids.

14. Insurance thru STYSA – Secondary

15. Volunteer – The board is mostly full.  A few spots that need to be filled are LJSC Div II Contact, Age Group Managers and LJSC Field Manager.  Note several board members are currently in their last terms, therefore, new board members will be needed in January.
16. Coaching Tips, FIFA Rules, U-7/U-8 Rules of Play (website), U-9/U-10 Rules of Play (need updated document), U-11 Rules of Play (need updated document), etc.

17. Use your Age-group Manager:  Rescheduling Games, general questions.
a. The “Chain of Command” should flow as follows:  

i. Parents,

ii. Coaches,

iii. Age-group Managers,

iv. Vice-Presidents,

v. President,

vi. BYSA

vii. STYSA.
18. Forms – Expense/Reimbursement, Transfer request, etc.

19. Game Balls (These will be distributed once they arrive.)
20. Adjourn
